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Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro
presents

PROJECT ROOM #13
Kasper Bosmans | A Perfect Shop-Front
curated by Eva Fabbris

February 17 – May 14, 2021
Opening: Wednesday February 17, 2021, from 11 am to 8 pm
Milan, 27 January 2021. From 17 February to 14 May 2021, with the exhibition A Perfect Shop-Front by
Kasper Bosmans, Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro presents the first instalment of the new Project
Room exhibition cycle, an “observatory” project dedicated to the most recent developments in the
international artistic panorama, under the guidance of guest curator Eva Fabbris for the 2021 season.
In his practice, Kasper Bosmans (Lommel, Belgium; 1990) associates socio-political themes and
different historical-cultural contexts in forms which draw on heraldry, folkloristic symbolism, the
tradition of the ready-made, and the history of decoration. Combined in a completely subjective way,
these elements merge into works that narrate new mythologies, in an attempt to find new ways of
communicating knowledge. Anecdotes from different times and places are translated into paintings,
installations, and elegantly witty, sometimes ironic objects.
For Project Room #13 the artist has designed an intricate intervention in which the elements of his
lexicon are deployed to address strictly contemporary issues such as the breaking apart of natural
ecosystems and the physical limitations imposed by the pandemic. The group of works triggers a
dimension of flânerie that is anything but disengaged, in which the viewer encounters references to
political consciousness in forms that take their cue from a radical approach to folk art, between
concept and history of materials.
A painted floor frieze crosses the space of the Foundation, a decorative and symbolic element that
transforms the space in an enigmatic way. Entitled Wolf Corridors & Stamp Forest (2020), the work
narrates the relationship between the European highway network and the portions of nature that
remain trapped by high-speed roadways, interfering with the migratory habits of wild animals such as
wolves, for which sections of forest are artificially safeguarded to allow them to move freely. Although
two-dimensional, the frieze can influence the trajectories of visitors as they navigate the exhibition
space.
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The installation A Perfect Shop-Front (2021), which gives the exhibition its title, was created expressly
for the Foundation. In a sort of display window that recalls those of the traditional houses of the Low
Countries, Bosmans arranges objects tied to the political and cultural history of the United States
collected privately by the artist: together with their display system, these objects - books, posters,
photographs, etc - create a short circuit between the public and private dimensions, between politics
and the micro-histories narrated by the individual objects.
A similar ambiguity is encountered in Vermiculated Rustication (2016), a wall drawing that represents a
fake stone wall, a Renaissance bugnato that was revived by the Milanese design culture of the 1980s,
which visually evokes the small tunnels dug by worms in the soil: a pattern that alludes to an organic
process of degradation, thereby appearing to contradict the hardness of the stone.
Project Room #13 confirms Bosmans' predilection for an approach to sculpture informed by
installation art, in which the artist inserts in all his exhibitions – included this one - small paintings
entitled Legend (2020): allusive compositions of symbols, heraldic motifs, signs and codes that act as a
narrative pathway through the three-dimensional works.
The exhibition concludes with the instruction piece, Lazy Susan (2020).
The show, designed for the Foundation, was conceived remotely. In doing so, Bosmans puts a further
meaning - tied to the historical contingency, to the method whereby the artist delegates the execution
of the work and its setting to others, an historical nod to the fringe of conceptual art closest to Dada,
with the aim of questioning the notion of authorship to the point of being able to embrace the
intervention of chance.
For Bosmans, a proponent of this tradition, the idea of operating at a distance by sharing instructions
also means emphasizing the dynamics of work, the division of roles, and the chain of subjectivity that
leads to "creation".
A publication is dedicated to A Perfect Shop-Front, featuring a conversation between Kasper
Bosmans and Roger Hiorns on the themes of the exhibition.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION - PROJECT ROOM #13

Title:

A Perfect Shop-Front

Artist:

Kasper Bosmans

Curated by:

Eva Fabbris

Period:

February 17 – May 14, 2021

Location:

Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro
Via Vigevano 9 – 20144 Milano

Opening hours:

From Tuesday to Friday
From 11 am to 1 pm and from 2 pm to 7 pm

Access mode:

Free entrance
Access is allowed to a maximum of 5 people at a time.
Reservation is recommended at this link
project-room-13-kasper-bosmans.eventbrite.it
Visitors with reservations will have priority access

Info:

Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro
via Vigevano 9 – 20144 Milano
info@fondazionearnaldopomodoro.it
+39 02 890 753 94
fondazionearnaldopomodoro.it

Press Office:

Lara Facco P&C
viale Papiniano 42 | 20123 Milano
T. +39 02 36565133 | press@larafacco.com
Lara Facco | M. +39 349 2529989 | E. lara@larafacco.com
Camilla Capponi | M. +39 366 3947098| E. camilla@larafacco.com
Claudia Santrolli | M. +39 339 7041657| E. claudia@larafacco.com
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BIOGRAPHIES

Kasper Bosmans (Lommel, Belgium, 1990) lives and works between Brussels and Amsterdam.
Graduated from the Higher Institute for Fine Arts in Ghent (Belgium), Kasper Bosmans is
internationally known as one of the most promising artists of his generation. His practice, capable of
embracing universal themes that escape the categories of time and space, uses a symbolic language,
made up of signs and gestures that refer to a historical past and present, and act as tools for decoding
reality. His work has been exhibited in Europe and abroad, in galleries and institutions. Among the solo
exhibitions: Kasper Bosmans - Project Room #13 (Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro, Milan 2020), Kasper
Bosmans: Four (Gladstone 64, New York 2020), Kunstintegratie Kasper Bosmans (In Frascati)
(Papegaaistraat, Belgium 2018), De Veemarkt (Stad Lommel, Belgium 2018), Das Verflixte 7. Jahr
(Fuerstenberg Zeitgenossich, Germany 2018), Chip Log (Gladstone Gallery, New York 2018), The Worlds
and Days (De Hallen, Holland 2017), Model Garden (Gladstone Gallery, Brussels 2016), Decorations (Witte
de With Centre for Contemporary Art, Rotterdam 2016). Tra le mostre collettive: The Penumbral Age: Art
in the Time of Planetary Change (Museum of Modern Art, Warsaw 2020), In the Presence of Absence:
Proposals for the Museum Collection (Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam 2020), Together (M HKA, Antwerp
2020), Four Flags (Amsterdam 2020), Was Machen Sie um zwei? Ich schlafe (GAK, Bremen 2020), Blood and
Soil: Dark Arts for Dark Times (Contemporary Art Centre, Vilnius 2019), Young Artists in Europe:
Metamorphosis (Fondation Cartier, Paris 2019), Stories of Almost Everyone (Hammer Museum, Los
Angeles 2018). In 2020 the editor Walther König publishes Dovetail, the first monograph dedicated to
the artist. In 2021 Kasper Bosmans will be the protagonist of a solo exhibition at WIELS Contemporary
Art Center in Brussels.

Eva Fabbris (b.1979) lives and works in Milan, Italy. Exhibition Curator at Fondazione Prada, she is also
active as an independent curator and art historian. In this capacity, Fabbris is curating the 2021 cycle of
the Milanese Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro’s Project Rooms which includes the solo show by the
Kasper Bosmans and the exhibition project with Derek MF Di Fabio, Nevine Mahmoud and Margherita
Raso scheduled to open in fall 2021.
Fabbris has curated exhibitions in many institutions, among which Nouveau Musée National de Monaco
in Monte Carlo (2016), Triennale di Milano in Milan (2016), Fondazione Morra in Naples (2013–14)
and galerie de l’erg in Brussels (2012–13).
As a writer, she is a contributor for international exhibition catalogs, publications, and magazines.
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FONDAZIONE ARNALDO POMODORO
I have always felt the need for concrete involvement from a social point of view:
leaving your studio, where you work and are protected, is not a faculty: it is a duty.
The sculptor's task is to get involved and engage with the urban fabric of the city, making
people feel the public importance of all art, not just his own.
Arnaldo Pomodoro

Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro - established on 7 April 1995 by the will of Arnaldo Pomodoro has the task of preserving, enhancing and promoting the work of its founder, as well as carrying
out various kinds of initiatives (events, exhibitions, publications, etc.) aimed at forging a
connection with the public, promoting knowledge and deepening of modern and contemporary
art. Its headquarters is in Via Vigevano 9 in Milan, adjacent to the artist's Studio and Archive.
One of the Foundation's purposes is also to support the growth of new generations of artists, in
particular through the Arnaldo Pomodoro Sculpture Prize, awarded every two years by an
International Selection Committee, and the Project Rooms, an initiative started in 2010 with the
aim of establishing a real observatory on the most recent developments in the contemporary art
scene. With the Project Rooms, each year the Foundation's exhibition space welcomes a different
guest curator in charge of identifying artists - preferably sculptors under 40 - who are asked to
create an intervention that involves the entire exhibition space.
From the outpost in Via Vigevano 9, the Foundation's action then extends to the entire city and
hinterland territory thanks to the rich program of guided tours and workshops - for adults,
families, groups and schools - which involve, among others, also the environmental work Ingresso
nel labirinto (Entering the labyrinth) in Via Solari 35 in Milan and the De Andreis Art Foundry in
Rozzano, as well as through the loans that bring the works of his Collection into exhibitions,
museums, squares and public spaces throughout Italy and the world.

So that the Foundation, far from being a static and conservative structure, can perform
the function of a real inventive laboratory, almost experimental, thus aimed at building a
deep and global involvement with artists, critics and the public.
Arnaldo Pomodoro
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